KEKINGS BIRTHDAY JUNE 9h 1913,

CHAPTEZR 8s8ev:ow

Qur next trip with our own cer vwos on Fing's Firilhdey whick wae kept up in
lielbourne on Yonday June Sth ISI3.

On the previous Thursdsy evening sefter much nagging on my part and much
dilateriness o¢n the part of Veeers Revan Brothers the ¥, I. 4. T. car was de-

ivered at § P.h.. &nunediatel; tle driver left I attempted to stext wp the

Enginé and turned it until my srm fairly achedt, but without any result more
than the creation of & violent perepiration. When Hamilton arrived home he whirl-
ed the handle violently but whthout result. We went to bed feeling bad. another
attempt in the ncrning proved tc te useless, and on Friday night Hemilfon deter-
mired to do or Tburst. He nearly buret, On Saturday morning my brother James
came out and exawined the wiring and giving_ the machine an injection ef petrol
through the compressicn tepe, whirled snd whirled until ke teceme overheated,

and finally gave it up in disgust. {n Saturday afternocon ¥z Lally came out.and
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traced the spark through the megneto, snd then gave ihe handle & whirl when the
engine started up easily, It tcok him only ten minutes tc get the thing egcing.
There must be something in kLis magic touch. We stopped the engine two or three
times and as it started each time without troubtle I asked "What was tre mattere®
His reply was "Mothing". I en retler scepticel. Ve took the car outl end running
through Pascoe Vale we found thaet it ran very well., Bevans seem to have made a
good Job of it and I am delighted. I took the steering wheel and rum through
Broadmeadows and around by the Bulla Foed home., The machine is first clacs and
is easily driven. When we got back, Mother and Hamilton got in arnd fer the first
time I have the responsibility e¢f & car on my own sloulders. We drive zround the:
hlock, down Pascoe Vale roed and in less than half an jour I feel perfectly at
home and full of confidence. It wes nearly dark when we returped snd ¥r Lally
had gone home. I tried again and again to stert the machine but failed every
time. lamilton can start it with = little effort, sc that he is sure of being
with ue when we go out. We stasrted the mechine up about tem times en Sunday.
1 succeeded twice which trought ferth rounds of applsuse from the assembled
children.

Monday, the holiday found the car burnished until the Trass work shone
apgain. The back sest had been pht on; food was prepared and at eleven we were

ready. Our load seemed to be enormous. There were in the ¥vack sest MNother,
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May, Edith, George Scurry, Lily, Jesgie and Tam. Cn the fromt sest were Fomile
ton, Alen, I of course being st the wheel, Tke ten of ue looked like a family
gathering, and when we stopped and &ll got out it locked like an accident with
e crowd sround the car. Going slowly out of the gate on the firest we went
around by ¥re Erowne, around Nichcleen snd FletckLer Streete end into Pascoe Vale
Road where we caw some boys dregging large branches of trees in vpreparation for
hugp bonfires &t night. We went slowly end carefully along the rosd through the
rellway gates which were open and along past the old farm., The grass ie green
and the country possesses all the charm of Bpring. We find gear changing is much
easier on this car than on Mr Lally's Stocewer. We cen hear the geare grinding
on the back =amelk which ie not plessant, but this will not be righted until we get
a new pinion and driving wheel. We come down to second easily end eilently when
going up Glenroy Hill, and then when we have got o%er the rise we get up trc teop
again. The road gete worse after passing Broadmeadows, but we keep on, turn to
the right at the top of the road and cress theline and tlhen we run into a few yards
of locse small metal, and in another three minutes we are running aleong the good
maln Sydney road.

Qur angine.is now hot and we are on the top. We turn on the new extra
air tep and find that we cen open it wide and that the car picks up even though

the throttle is only half open. This is good news for it means less petrol.

161



We soon run through the gates &t Craigieburn and then follow the roed in ite
turn to the right. We jog along right merrily. Idily stands behind me with her
arms around my necl . laughing and talking. Ve pass the Donnybrook hotel on the
right and meke the pace untll we come to the hills. There is a froet in the air
and the weather is cold but sunny. A few milesl further on we come to Beveridge
and wonder how we will get up the very steel hill et the other side. Taree motor
cydles are in fromt of the hotel et the bottom. We manage to get up essily enough
on the second epeed and conclude that if we had had & run at it we would have
managed on the third

Stopping at the top we managed to get half a billy can of hot water at
a farm house, and then finding a comparatively warm place on the leea side of &
high hill, we back the car against a fence, speead a cloth on the grass and pro-
ceeded to discuse lunch., The tea is cold, but we sre hungry end in no mood to be
captious, The children have all glowing faces through the sharp air, Tom's 1it-
tle nose ia cherry red and ther- are red streske acrose his face. The hill immed-
intely opposite is some hundreds of feet high and is suger -loaf shkeped. COp the
very pesk 1s to be seen a man digging ocut rabbits. Going along theroad we see
a party of eight or ten men with guns on their shoulders, rabbit shooting. Ham=-
ilton, Fdie and the elder children ge for a walk across the paddocks to the waten

holes while X¥other and I end Jeseie walk up and down the road in the easy places.
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Alen is in the car rolled up in & tlanket. A single seated "Ford” goes bye at &
fast pace, the motor bikes come over the hill, a rabbit trapper's waggon paeses
with the rabbite hanging in rowe, and & youth of eighteen or twenty paeses with
e eweg én his shoulder. Cemped a quarter of a mile below us are twe motors whose
occupents, out for & holiday, are having lunch at the way sdde,

At three o'clock we decide to return home, so all aboard, and after =
few turns of tne handle th; car starte up. Pulling intc the centre of the road
we 8ll get in and start for home. When we come to the long steephill into Beverly
we turn the extra alr in snd the petrol off and run down on the engine practical-
1y withouta brake., The car seeme & bit esluggish on the long rise shead of us,
but by & little nursing we get up on top gear., One ofthe cers thet we saw camped
by the road side runs past us end is evidently much daster than ours. When we
raech the descent we make the pece and consuge plenty of air. :other compleins
that we are going quickly and suggests thet we do not toot enough when we come to6
corners, Her idea is that the horn should be in the back where she sould toot it.
We have nu speedometer, and at any rate the car that passed us 1s out of sight.
At Craigieburn we have to pull up to allow a flock of sheep to be driven into the
gide of the road, and through the gates we come to anothsr fleck, Turning off at
the biacksmith's shop we cross the lpose metal, through the railway gates and in

another minute we are in rascee yale rpad,
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At the crose weys we find the car that passed us is drawn up. The car
is all right but the male occupants are taking spirit into their tanks. We pass
the Albury Expressethat is puffing up Glenroy will throwinz out immense volumes of
steam and smoke, and are soon running through rorth mesendon. We turn up the
bad patch et the Dbottom of xaleigh street, and in & minute we are at home., We

are cold and reedy for tea. It is half oast four and we nave had a really good

day.

mother says, *You will pass vaddy, get your certificate.”

when last 1 saw sriend porrett he said,-*Have you got your certificate
yet%., 1 answered, ‘Ko.v we said,-"uf you go out without a certificate ana are

caugnt you will ve iined a fiver, and in wilii serve you rignt.

wo ended our firet trip alone with our own ecar.
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