VESKE BEITD TU BALLARAT. APRIL 26th 1313,

s

CEAPTER OUFW3H,

It is Saturday April 26th 19I3, ==d following a custom that has been commem for
the last fifteen years, the good brethren in connection with the York Street *
Church, Ballarat, in connection with with the Body with which I am connected have
invited me to preach tr® Anniversary Services in connectjon with their Sunday
School. *

For years I have made this journey to Ballarat, but always seated in a
 railway carriage, This time, thanks to the goodnessof my brother James, I am
to make it in his new 20 H.,P. "Ford". He isto drive, andfor a companion I am
to have our much esteemed brother, Gladish.

After breakfast thés Saturday morning, Alen had got wind of the trip,
and huaving come to the conclusion that we would start froam the City, came to me
through his mother first, and then made = personal application. "Daddy, if you

will take me I will go without my dinner, and I will sleep with you".
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His mother presses the claim, and at last it is asgreed that 1f Uncle James will

consent we will call for him,

At One o'clock to the tick the last customer is served. I have looked
into the last throat, examined the last chest, prescribved for the last case of
Keumatism and have given directions to the last dyspeptic patient. I hear the
puffing of an exhaust and the whir of an engine outside my consulting room, and
find thet so far as the car is concerned, all is ready.

The new spare is strapped to the sldeof the car. The new oil resevoir
ie shining on the dash in all the glory of burnished brass, and all is ready.

Outside a drissling rain is falling and the roads are sloppy. Joe ¥il-
ler turne up at an opporftune moment, so we have hin take charge ofthe car while
we gn to 2 Bourke Street restsurant and have dinner. ‘

At one thirty we pass out ofthe Ma& ket and proceeding up Russell Street
wend our way to the University to pick up Mr Gladish,. Hr G. comes out clad from
head to foot in a long white motor coat bereath which is n heavy overcoat. XNrs
Ge face is wreathed in emilee, and from her lips falls the joke replete with
subtle humour, ZEFrother James busles himself with the radiator. The Ford car,
like =1l others has some faults; one is that there is a dieposition for the
waterts boll with the slightest provocation. To overcome this he has had erected

on the radiator = brass tube six inches long with a corresponding lengthening of

169



the overflow pipa, The wholels surmounted by o masest, the model of an aere
plane, the propellor of which revolves like one o'clock as spon as any pace is
mede. The loss of water through eveporation =snd waste has been very great, rend-
ering it necessary to fill the radiater two or perhaps three tines in 2 hundred
miles. In the run up to theUniversity from the Farket the water has boiled,

over flowe& and it looks as if some flaw in the circulation is going to orevent
us doing out trip. By oper 1ﬁg the tap beneath the engine a emall sjuantity of
water is allowed to run out. & sputter shows that an air bubble is responsible
for the trouble., So we make a start,

Ve cut tha pace gut as far as "Varsnatha®, and we pick up Alen who is
sick with hope deferred. OQur suit cases are put aboard, there is a flutter of
girls at the gate, who have rashed outtc see up off, znd we are off.

It ie two ten aswe turn into Meunt Alesxander KHoad, thethrottle is op-
ened and we soon strike twenty on our way to Eeilor Road which is in good wone-
dition. Thehoodls down and eperything is favoursble for a quick run. There is
no rain and no dust, but the wind is keen @l blowing fresh from the north west.
In two or three minutes we are amongst paddocks covered with a beautiful zreen
carpet, We run by Anglis' %nult.ry Parm on our left and ease the car as we shoot
down Spring Hill, again making thepace as we near the bottom so as to ta ke the

long nill on theother eside., At the bottom ¥r Gladish's hat blows outof the dar
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AD VE AKE FORCED TG STCE. I it hnad nave been my hat, of course we would have
gone on and my consslation wouldhave been that I could buy =nother hat at Bale
larat, ifthe shops are open,

In a few minutes we passthe little Roman Cetholic Chapel on ourright,
andgo down Curly Hill at fifteen. This is =a particularly vile hill on acapunt
of ite sharp turns and the narrow bridge at the bottom. Its turne are so eharp
that we are likely to capsize if we take them too sharply., However the sirem
announces that we are coning and ourpace is eased, and the road being clear we
get through easily., Keilor is passed as soon aswe get through the bridge, end
the Ford takes the steep hill on the other sideon her top. We hum along on a
fair read until we meet a junctjon at which the sign-board points out tha road
to Ballarat on the left, and to Bendigo on the right. We strike the road on the
left and find it in good condition. We have miles to Melton which we cut
out at about twenty five. The Keilor plains look well because they aregreen
with growing erops, but apart from their rich colour they are ae dreary =nd mon-
otonous as level ground with wire fences can make them. As we near Melton the
road becomes undulating and we are amongst the timber. BSome ofthe cld gum trees
that are common to Australia have been left etanding and serve as an addition to
the landscape that is very pleasing. Ty2 country now loses its level aspect

end becomes a little hilly as far as Bacchus larsh,
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Bacchus larsh is a large besin, approached on the Melton side by a deep
cutting that is & terror to bicyelists, but which presents ng Aifficulty to the
well braked Ford. We descend at about Tifteen and are scon amongst the Dairy Farms
where small paddecks produce luxurilous cr9ps o lucerne; where cows are rolling
in fat; where land is worth up to one hundred pounds en aere, and where all the
farmers are wealthy,

As we draw near the townshilip we run into an avenue of grand plane trees
whose tops all but meet in the centre ofthe roadwlay. an avenue which is a mile
long. It is very beautiful in winter, but it must be charming for ite shade
and riehness and profusion of leaves in summer when the temperature is hi-.gh.

There are a few hotels, a few shops, a brick shop in course of erect-
ion, and some private houses,

"Ten mile limit in the town, Jim., and we are doing twedty.”

We pass through the town, ascénd the high hille on the wes side on the
high gear, and gaze on the long ridge rendered familiar by many trips on the
Adelaide Express. Ti;e railway grade is steejl, nndthe twisting and turding are
sn peraistent that old travellers sre glad when the heavy trains are safely at
the bottom and tle Wgetinghouse brakes are released. We make the pa.lce asg Ia,r. as
Myrniong. On our left we see the wonderful Werribee Gorge tmt s so freguently

examined by Scientiste who proﬁu to find evidences that Australia is millions
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of years old,

At lyrniong wecome to & pretty creek and stop to take in water. The ad-
dition to the radiator has proved to be a success, The creek crosses the road
end is covered by a wooden bridge on our left is the eternal hotel and a creamexry
and on our right is the ravine in which the creek winds ite way through the lit-
tle hills. To our delight the radiator was only capable of holding half a pint
ol water which served to show that the new fixing is a success,

Leaving ¥yrniong we soon reasch Ballan through which we passat twenty five.
Wie soon see Warrenhelp in the distance, The paddocks are full of potatoes in
various stages of growth and the country is very pretty. The sky has now become
overcast =nd the reather is distinctly colder. The wind blows keenly from the
west and we are forced to stop and turn our rear light to the wind while we put
up thehocod. Thereie some rain, but more hail which being carried by the high w
wind into our faces, almost cuts them. We turn to theleft before reshing Mount
Warrenheip and passthe foot of it around the south side, Presently from =z rise
we see the whole of Ballarat at our feet.

One corner we came to presented rather a sharp twmnm, and asthe car
walt®ed around it at esbout fifteen it skidded until wethought we were going into
the diteh at the other side. Shortly we caome to the other dide; the métalled

road turned to the left; thecontinuation ofthe road we were on wasnunmade and
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uninviting, yet this unmazde reosd is the main road snd rune into Victoria Street.
We took theturn to theleft, run into bush that made us think we had got on to
the Geelong Road, run down asteep hill, snd found ourselves in Hureka Street
and passing the Bureka Stockade, next which is Rrother Feary's house,

e mistook Xing street and run throug .nother street into Victoria
Btreet, and turning again found curselves at Parnells. I went int.d his house
alone and found him engaged in :tea drinking, Transferring my trape to the 1lit-
tle room ig which I usually sleep, Brother Parnell and I boarded the car and in
five minutes were in Brother Barrett's house., The car wae placed in his yard,
and Brother Parnell, Alen and I welked to King Street once again,

On the way Alen held up hils hand which was livid with cold and saild,-
"Daddy, I can't bend my fingere" The little hand was stiff with cold. We had
tea at .Brcther Parnells and Alen had a really good feed. Alen wanted to Imow
whererlr Parnell's mother was. 3Before I had time to reply Mrs Parnell came in.
Jalm dressed, »ut some records on his phonegraph znd had half an hour with Alen
showing him the working of the machine. When the time came to go for = walk
Alen seemed to think that it would be much spent with the phonograph, and can=
aidering that the weather was cold and a drissling rain falling, he was about
right.

An early closing act has been passed in Ballarat, and Saturday night is
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killed. When last I was tuere Sridge street wasso full on Ssturdsy night that
vehicular traffic wae etopped. Loxcepting for = few hundreds speeding to the
half dozen pilcture shows the street is practically empty.
After half mn houre wait we meet Xr Gladish, Jim., and Xr Barrett,

and had a walk as far as Snows and feturned down the other side of Sturt Stte?t-
The City seems uninteresting., The Salvation Army band is playing af the corner
of Bridge and Sture Streets, and mnother PBand is congregating higher un in Sturt
Street. We wended our way to the east, The portion of our number staying at
Brother Barretts disappeared into a Barbex?!s Shop and we went to Erother Parnells.

. We read a Chapter, had prayer and went to bed. Alen wag delighted at
the novelty of getting his pyjamas ocut ofthe trunk and zZoing to bed with Dada

in a atrange house at Ballarat.
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CHAPTER T W0,

Sunday Morning April 27th IYI3, Afier 2 good night sleep I ide in bed
and listen to the striking clock and count seven, Waiting half en hour I strike
a mateh and find that thetime is eight forty, so we get up st once. Alen has
has quite enough of bed and is glad to be gut again, and is soon seated on the
 floor buttoning up his boots.,

Breakfast 1s ready =nd we all go out and sit down and en} éy a good mesl,
Then a chat and it is Church time, we walk thefamiliar walk from ¥ing Street,
past Me Gregor's house, past Fermer's Eacon Factory to York Street Church., There
we are met by Cousin Sublet and her two deughtersg Lydie -amd :Rene.There are half
a cdozen present at the meeting and punctually at eleven we commence., ZErother P
Farnell gives out & hymn which is sung with great gusto. Then snother Bro ther
pra}‘s; and Brother Feary speaks warm words of welcome to us snd Invites us to

speak., James, Xr Gladish and Brotrker snd _iete: Barrett come in end help to
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swell the small audience, =Brother Cledisk is imrediately on his feet reading

uphesions the first chepter, after which he givee an exposition ofthe chapter,
touching particularly on ite dectrinsl aspect, I follow by resding Revelation
twenty one, and giving sn expositicn of the Yew Jerusmlem ir ite relstign to the
House of Lany liansions of John I4, e then treak btread. Cne brother giving
theike for the bread end ancther for the wine . A verse is then sung without
books; then a collection is made, nnd after some more einging the announcements
ure made, and the meeting closes,

The meeting is very similar to those we hold in the Temperance Eall
lielbourne, snd which wehsve become very familisr with during the last twenty
years., after the meeting Brother Gladish znd I go to Erother Barrett'e home
for dinner, while James drives to Cousin Herriet's clace for hid dirner,

The day is showery, but not so cold as the previous afterncen. At Bro.
Barretts we have a pleasant hour chatting about wvarisus things. In his yard
there are two immense pigeon loftes in whiecl there are over a hundred homing
pigeons, and Brother Barrett is willing to talk pigeon by thehour, In fact it
scems to be the onlysubiect he geems to have room for., He mentiones the price
he gave for certein tirde; many at sixty ehillings splece, = greater number at
fifty, end an enormous number at twenty. After he had told us tke value of the

loft I asked him how pleeone went stewed., He seemed to be wmore familisr with
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them ulive than dead, e tcic ue how LU ie customary to give = pair ef tirds
Lo v young fellow free of cherge co #g to encourzge the fever, knowing tizt after
meny days their velue will be restored four-fold, It ie strenge thet & man whoee
years rumber half o hundred can be so wrapt up in the pigeon world that he gets
sheer delight in lettirg out a flock znd watching them fly., Then when trey come
back, he bills and cooe eo =z to encourzge them to enter the loft agein.
At three o'clock the hall ir sgain fairly well filled. The Schaol chil-

dren are on the Platform; = mixed btend of hnlf a dozen performere from tie Y.
Mi.B.A, with brassand stringed instruments sre present. Theorpenist is at her
place, Erother Parnell mounts + chair with a& baton in his hend, snd the rueic
conmences, Alen gazes at theperfermance witl his eyes wide open as it ie his
f.irat introduction to this sort of thing. ﬂi‘nre ig an opening hymn by the chil-
dreni then prayer; then = solo; then & guartette by four eirls; then a lesson,
the 23rd Pealm; notices; & collect on in whick twe flower Tteekets sre uged; snd
then I give an address entitled“Temptetion snd how to meet it"which ie listened
to sttentively, and some more singing end the benediction concludes the Service.
The collection ~ie eighteen shillinge.

James taokvsome of the fglk sround fthe Lake for m run, snd then picked
kr Gladish snd me up at Erother Barret-=, and toek usever to Harrilete. Chkarley

Sublet is at Broken Eill, At Harriet® ae were irntroduced te = gentlemsn sand all
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hed tea together. A4 pleasent hour was spent, =nd we then wended our way to ithe
Church once again, leaving the car st Zrother Farrette.

The evening meeting wae very similar to that held irn the afterncon wit
the difference thet the hall was pscked and a keener interest was evinced. The
subjest was "Erouble end how to bear it", snd the collection was eighteen shill
ings andthree pence.

It was eight thirty, snd bitterly cold aswe wended our way home lo Kir
Street. At Brother Parnells ve had prayer and then went to bed. dAlen was =0

tired thet he went to sleep irmediately.
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MOMDAY APRIL 28,1913, It was s=bout four forty-five when I awekened, I sazid, -
"Are you aweke, Alen'

%I sm half ewake, my eyes are half opened",

"Then you had better open them altogether®,

"eddy, Is Mr Pernell bose of that Church®®

"fell 1t looked like it when ke led the singing',

"1 thought he was boss".

At filve thirty we were cut =nd scon seated ourselves at the table. OQut-
side it wasdark and a Scotch mist was felling, but the temperature was compsr=-
atively mild, -

After breaskfast we had prayer, and then waited for the car, and at six
thirty we went to the corner. Presently the caer ceme zlcng with its headlights

glaring. As we were w-lting, trehotel opposite opened ite deoors and the hostess
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gazed ut us as if we were 2 dry lot. Daylight wes just bresking as we boarded
the car snd shook hands with the bretlren. e went along Zureks Street, the
guns at the Stockade being just vizible in the dawn. A good desl of rain had
fallen and the roads were covered with small poole of water. The car rune well
and we speedily pass the brewery snd the hotel, and half & mile further on we
stopped and put out the lights. ¥ount Warrenheip is hidden by a cloud, =nd a
mist is falling that is capable of wetting on through in a few minutes,.

Qur pace is good. One gets used to thirty miles an hour, and when we drop
down to twenty it seems to be dead slow. The rain continues to Myrniong where
the rgad bectlarnes drier showing that at this place but 1little rg.in kad fallen the
previous night. The scenery between Ballarat and Melton is very good indeed, and
on the whole is as pretty as that we saw in the Western District. As we passed
the beauty spots they seemed quite familiar to us through having seen them so,
recently. We run into Bacchus Marsh and pulled up at & fountain to teke in
water, but ob examining the rediator found that we had not lost hakf a pint
during the run down. Our hood is now down; the clouds are all left behind on the
high hills; the Ballarat Express which left Ballarat fifteen minutes after us -
passes us outside Ballan, and the sun in ail its glory is shedding its genial
warmth upon us and making it feel good to be alive. We are convinced that the

best time to do a motor trip is the firet thing in the morning,
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We cutout bbe puace, pussing the road to Footecray ascross the Keilor
Plains on our right. Three.mil?a from Sydenham rallway station we meet a Ford
at the roadside. Going over to see what has happened we find that theoil has
leaked from the transmission case and that something has happened inside, just
what, we could not tell, The owner is an electrical engineer belonging to
Ballarat and hoped to be home by nine thirty. The wife and the two little boys
had been seated on & stone for an hour, We could 4o nothing so James offered
to take the wife and a boy as far as Essendon, =nd to send a car back to tow
the dereliet in. This offer was gladly accepted, so we left with our lead con-
giderably augmented,

Erother Gladish told me that three typists at the University were greatly
excited at thethoughts of hie ftrip. I advised him to tell them that if they
~would do his work as well as their own for the remainder of the half year that
I would give them an afternoons motor ride.

Half an hour was spent in reaching "Maranatha" where we shed Alen and
our traps. Alen looked sorry that the trip was over and did not take at all kind-
ly to the thought of going %o school. He grasped the bag of Quinces that Erother
Barrett had given us, As he went in .with my cosat on with the arms nearly a

foot too long, he locked guite s sight.
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We dropped the lady =nd her son at the Essendon Motor Garage where a
promise was given that a car would go out to Sydenham in ten minutes to tow the
breakdown in, and in ten minutes we were shsking hands with ¥r Gladish.whe said,-
#Phis has been thetime of my life",

' "Well, we will have another trip", replied James.

Slowing dowm after our thirty mile gait we went duwﬁ Russell Street,
entered the Market, and at ten thirty I was seated in my chair interviewing
patients and prescribing all kinds of nasty medicines hoping that they would
frighten the various complainte awsy.

So ended a week-.end trip that has be‘en exceedingly pleasant and joyous,
and one that we hope will, in the days to come, prove to have been spiritually

profitable to all concerned as well,
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